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perhaps. Architecture flourished with an amazing
profusion of genius.
Two spiritual currents of human thought helped
forward this Renaissance. From the side of Islam,
the Sufi mystics came very close to Hindu pathways
of devotion. From the side of Hinduism, the Bhakti
saints drew near to the spirit of worship in Islam.1
Thus in the Middle Ages the saints and sages of
both religions drew together; and the village life of
India produced a noble pattern of society.
The symbol of this meeting of two cultures is
best illustrated by the story of the death of Kabir,
the greatest of the mystical poets of the Middle
Ages. While his body lay covered with a linen cloth,
after his decease, a contention arose among his
followers as to whether he should be cremated as a
Hindu or buried as a Musalman: for both religions
claimed him as their own. The contention became
sharp among them, till one of his disciples removed
the linen cloth which covered the body of the
saint. When he did so, they saw only a heap of
snow-white flowers. God had answered in this
beautiful way their dispute, and both sides were
satisfied.
At the same time it must be noticed that there
remains a very marked difference between the two
religions. Each seems to possess qualities which the
other lacks. While Islam has undoubtedly gained
by its long settlement in India, it is equally true
that the Hinduism of the North of India has gained
1 Bhakti means "devotion " These saints were Hindu mystics